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745 S Oxford Ave, LA, CA 90005

GALA EVENTS OF THE DAY

12 | 4pm

123F4(233|LA:213|Hehn|Fstolo|t 7] M Al ZEALo]|HH:
ek I ol |= 0 welRols],

233|LAMI AL By-John Lee LAA|2|¢

2|24 O -S| ZH(O|FEHITHENLA)

2% | 6pm
OEttRLESC| AlZt-29 | | SHe At Hotad. 712 ¢F-QF
Mot 0|F %7t & HI-EAAS

:
N\

- A R ) .y \
T () zuasanz (@) 1 (G)

o2 X<
4 - : -«
, POBOX37 ,'Rese/d{@337 | Korean&mericaﬁfound‘awy 100.CC 3 8.5&:7
Bt g ET— ~ - >‘J P . -
- .,* —y— 2" A N -

-
S

A

> ¥ o
7 S
A‘:




Thef23id,Celebration/and Proclametion of KoreanfAmerican|Day,

The 123rd"23rdAY24thIEed

l||Karean'AmericanjDay/Anniversany,

oz
PROGRAM

12 | 4pm
1233 (232|LA:212|Fe)0|Fstelol e 7' M A] ZAjo] |t

FEh 7L olelr| S0 wel#Eols

Bt Hlseti =|E H25 JAt
L o AR

12354 (232]LA:212]HY) D|FStQlofL 7|14 ME AN | 5pm

AL O|M3|(F2 2 EY:DrO|0|5)
sS4 st.o| 271E2IsH
oFz17} Hgd/o|F2

7N TR - AT ZAHCHOHIZ 3| 22| 23] K| =9I R)
CHe| M3 U ZsH (ZH[HAHE)
SHEARRLHEIATN O[HDt O|FTIQIRHEH A 2%
SHEAL HIet ZHAL
7|'EAt Zk2| Al
233|LAMER John Lee LAA|2|2
A% HollCHS| & 0| 583 AL,

[24),0/D| S A4

ol

0F
2
ot
02
08
=2
e
Tot

>
Olot
i
H>
o
oA

ro 4
Jo
kI M
% o
tot
0z
02
0x
ra
H
tot
B
2 0
N
H
tot
=R
H'|
-0

=4
>

08 rx
[
MO
o

rigt
08
=
o
o
oo
Jo
=
2
E
Tt ro
0
~
a
rot
ro
2
i
.
>
Pl
HO
_‘
o
0t

A
=
Ofot
=
H>

||
Ho
oy
of
=

HE(S0l| Ch=1E)

o
A e SEFRAICHIBEIT 0. 2AN 2| SAHA) 2

2% | 6pm
123F(233|LA:212| ) 0|Fsrolo|et 7'E MEA|
Af2|X}: O|ME| (S DrO|0}S)
HHL LAYSS|Y/A @ oCcYE2E
S| AN A| CHE-Dr Rafial, Jazmina Saavedra
Sarah Stephens(™ CAZX|A} Z0tXH
Dras: (T Detelole 7|'E 4] th2|E)

28|12 (Kowin Pacific LA ZCHO|AFEH 2|

FAt

AARRLESS] AfZH

=H| | 6:15pm~8pm
. LASHIZH SHE
oflAE 7/ 22
Sliizus 7IE HE
-------------- 0|54k 714 Catherine Park & E|L| Dongwhi Baek
0|2Zus
Dongwhi Baek
AlZh 22} &M= HEE
0p&-8:15pm

k>

Mt
e

o

In Jn FO Jm Jm Jin ret
2oz mn o mE o2 T

|>
8

Part 1: Commemorative Thanksgiving Service (4:00 PM)
Hosted by: The Council of Korean Christian Churches in Southern
California
Guest Speaker: Rev. Eun Mok Kim (56th President of the Council)
Gayageum Performance: Sharon Yun

Proclamation Ceremony (Main Event) | 5:00 PM
Moderator: Seo-hee Lee (Interpretation: Dr. Mimi Song)
Moment of Silence: For the Nations (Korea & USA)
National Anthems: Wang-sung Choi / Ju-eun Lee
Invocational Prayer: Rev. Seong-jeon Yang (Advisory Member,
National Assembly Prayer Breakfast)
Declaration of the 123rd Korean American Day:
Kyung-hae Lim (Organizing Chair)
Welcoming Remarks & Introduction of Guests: Byung-man Lee (Presi-
dent, Korean American Foundation USA-LA)
Welcoming Remarks: Young-wan Kim (Consul General of the
Republic of Korea in LA)
Commemorative Remarks: Councilmember John Lee (LA City Council)
Presentation of the 23rd LA Proclamation
Presenter: Councilmember John Lee
Recipients: Byung-man Lee, Dae-soon Hong (Honorary Chair),
Rev.Jong-yong Lee (Honorary Chair), Rev. Eun-mok Kim, Rev.
Seong-jeon Yang, Dr. Mimi Song (Senior Vice Chair), Kyung-hae Lim
Welcoming Remarks: Rev. Jong-yong Lee (Advisory Chair, Korean
American Foundation USA -LA)
Congratulatory Remarks: Dr. Dae-soon Hong: Dean of Gwangwoon Uni-
versity School of Business (Honorary General Chair)
Congratulatory Remarks: Rev. Byeong-ju Song (1st Executive
Chair) & others (via Video)

Part 2: Special Celebration | 6:00 PM
Moderator: Seo-hee Lee (Interpretation: Dr. Mimi Song)
Guest Congratulatory Remarks
Byungwoo Jang, David Kwak
Hispanic Community-Dr Rafial,Jazmina Saavedra,Sarah Ste-
phens(Former CA governor Candidate),Dr. Dongsu Kim,Son Hye-
sook and & others
Dinner & Fellowship

Grand Festival & Cultural | 6:15pm~8pm
Grand Festival (Cultural Program)
Hanbok Fashion Show: Presented by Korea & LA International Model
Association
Solo: Esther Koo / Wang-sung Choi
Special Guest Performance: Cowbell Performance by Prof. Dae-soon Hong
Special Vocal Duet: Catherine Park & Tenor Dong-whi Baek
Korean Brst Yodel Song: Prof. Eun-kyung Lee
Vocal Solo: Dong-whi Baek
Evening Dress Show: program is subject to change depending on
the progress of the event time.

Closing:8:15PM
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Birth Background

Since Koreans immigrated to Hawaii in 1903, they have
reflected on the past experience and present of Korean
Americans, and designed the future for posterity to
improve the identity, status and interests of Koreans
in various aspects of American life and the organization
began with the birth of the Korean American Foundation L.A.
for greater activities after the “100th Anniversary of
Korean American Day” in Southern California.

Orientation Purpose

We strive to preserve the roots and traditions of Korean
Americans and to unite the power of Koreans in solidarity with
various organizations in the Korean community to advance into
mainstream society and raise the status of Koreans to the maximum.

Mission Statement

We want to contribute to the development of American society
and our motherland by concentrating the diversity and
creativity of Korean Americans, actively interacting with
minorities and other races, and aiming for solidarity between
the motherland and the United States.

Business Goals

In the atmosphere of a mutually beneficial Korean society,
we frequently find and act on active development models by
preparing measures to find, develop, and support necessary
parts in various fields of society, such as education, culture
and art, and cooperate together.

Executive Composition
The chairman and executives are discovered from the Korean
community and the first and second generations work together.

Miscellaneous

All issues raised will be reasonably resolved in accordance
with common sense and US law.
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CONGRATULATORY REMARKS
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CONGRATULATORY REMARKS

There were countless nights of anxiety, battling prejudice and seeking support
from leaders in both nations. Yet, that desperation bore fruit: we published the
historic record, Paving a Road Upon the Roadless, won the Sejong Book Award,
and elevated Korean American Day into a prestigious international event.

Distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen. I extend my warmest welcome to
all of you gathered here to celebrate the 123rd Korean American Day.

Eleven years ago, I was an ordinary businessman focused on my national tel-
ecommunications dealership. By a twist of fate, an elder’s earnest request led me to serve as General
Chair for the 113th Korean American Day. Little did I know that this "chance encounter" would become
a divine appointment that would completely transform my life.

This path required great personal and financial sacrifice. However, I remained steadfast. I believed that
when leadership is driven not by self-interest, but by a spirit of "storing treasures in heaven," our com-
munity and the history of Korea would be truly renewed.

We must never forget our history. At the roots of modern Korea lies the sacrifice of 10,000 early immi-
grants. Without the devotion of those nameless pioneers who supported the Provisional Government, our
nation would not exist today. Preserving this pioneer spirit is the sacred mission of our generation.

The "justice" I believe in is setting aside self-gain for harmony through sacrifice. I am convinced that the
one who walks the "Righteous Path," however slow it may be, will ultimately emerge as the true victor.
To the successful leaders here today, I ask: "What spiritual legacy will you leave to your children?"
Beyond wealth, I pray you will be beacons of light, passing our people’s miraculous history to the next
generation.

Finally, to my wife and sons: "I am deeply sorry for the time I could not give you, and I thank you for
your silent support." My final wish is that this noble journey of protecting our history continues, no mat-

ter who leads this organization in the future.

May God’s richest blessings be upon you and your families. Thank you. I love you all.
January 13,2025

Elder Lee Byung-man President, Korean American Foundation USA (LA)
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

January 13,2026

Honolulu, Hawaii, aboard the SS Gaelic, marking the beginning of a remarkable chapter
in the American story. Since that historic arrival, Korean Americans have enriched our
Nation in every field of endeavor—from business and technology to the arts, medicine,
and public service.

The story of the Korean American community is a testament to the power of the Ameri-
can Dream. Through hard work, faith, and an unwavering commitment to family, you
have built vibrant communities and strengthened the very fabric of our society. Your
entrepreneurial spirit has fueled our economy, and your dedication to the values of
freedom and opportunity continues to make America great.

As we honor the 123-year history of Korean immigration, we also celebrate the enduring
ironclad alliance between the United States and the Republic of Korea. The deep ties
between our peoples, rooted in our shared history and mutual respect, remain a corner-
stone of peace and prosperity in the Indo-Pacific region and beyond.

Today, we recognize the millions of Korean Americans whose contributions have made
our Nation stronger and more prosperous. May this day be a time of pride and reflection
as we look forward to a future of continued partnership and success.

God bless you, and God bless the United States of America.
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KAREN BAss
MAYOR

January 12, 2026

Dear Friends,

With great pleasure, I extend my warmest congratulations to the Korean
American Foundation of Los Angeles (KAFLA) on the occasion of its 123rd
Korean American Day celebration, recognizing the invaluable contributions
Korean Americans have made to the spirit and success of Los Angeles.

This day commemorates the extraordinary journey that began in 1903 with the
arrival of the first Korean immigrants to the United States, and honors generations
whose resilience, leadership, and cultural traditions have helped shape our city.
KAFLA continues to empower and inspire the community by advancing
philanthropy, strengthening social services, and supporting our most vulnerable
and marginalized residents. Through its programs and initiatives, KAFLA plays a
vital role in serving the largest population of people of Korean descent in the
United States, while fostering cultural understanding and civic engagement. This
celebration offers Angelenos an opportunity to reflect on a shared history and to
deepen appreciation for the contributions of their fellow residents.

You have my best wishes on a memorable event!

Sincerely,

K tros—

Karen Bass
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CITY HALL

200 N. Spring Street, Room 405
Los Angeles, California 90012
Tel: (213) 473-7012

Fax: (213) 473-6925

COMMUNITY SERVICE CENTER
9207 Oakdale Ave.

Chatsworth, CA 91311

Tel: (818) 882-1212

Fax: (818) 701-5254

Councilmember John S. Lee
Council District Twelve

Dear Korean American Foundation,

On behalf of the City of Los Angeles, I am honored to join you in celebrating the 23rd Anniversary of Korean American
Day in Los Angeles. As we commemorate the 23rd Anniversary, we are reminded of the vital role the Korean American
community continues to play in shaping Los Angeles’s rich cultural and civic landscape. From small business owners and
educators to community leaders and public servants, your dedication and leadership have strengthened our neighborhoods
and enriched our shared future.

Korean American Day is a time to honor the journey of the Korean American community in Los Angeles and to recognize
the values that have guided generations, including resilience, hard work, family, and service. These values remain a
powerful force in building a stronger, more inclusive city for all.

I extend my heartfelt congratulations to everyone who has contributed to this remarkable legacy over the past 23 years.
May this celebration inspire future generations to continue advancing the spirit of excellence, compassion, and community
that defines the Korean American community.

Thank you for your continued contributions to the City of Los Angeles. Together, we look forward to an even brighter
future.

Sincerely, .
JOHN S. LEE g

Councilmember, Twelfth District rs
-~
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CONMITTEE ON FINANCIAL SERVICES WASHINGTON OFFICE
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\ ! (202) 2254

Suocovh; TreE on NATONAL SECURITY, g&:x 4
(TC Iny NONAL | :
M o v BT ¥ 4 ANAHEIN HILLS DISTRICT OFFICE
Surre 160

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS . . Anarem, CA 92808

suomvrs on e meobsce | JANNIEED Dtates House of Representatives (7183042330

SUSCOMMITTER OM AFRICA
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40th Bistrict, California

January 12, 2026

Dear Friends:

I am honored to welcome guests and participants to this
Celebration of the 123" Anniversary of Korean Immigration
and Korean American Day. Thank you to the Korean
American Foundation of Los Angeles and President Byung-
Man Lee for your hard work in organizing and hosting this
celebration.

This year, we mark 123 years since the arrival of the first
Korean immigrants on January 13, 1903. As an immigrant
from South Korea myself, I know firsthand the hardships
and hurdles many of us have faced embarking on a new path in America.

As a Korean American, | am proud of our heritage and the strong values of family,
faith, and hard work that have been handed to us by previous generations. Through all
the challenges they have faced, Korean Americans have come far in achieving the
American Dream and contributing to every aspect of American society.

I am honored to be one of the first Korean American women elected to serve in the
United States Congress, and I look forward to working with you to celebrate the
contributions of our Korean American community and strengthen the U.S.-ROK
alliance. It is an honor to represent you in Congress and best wishes for a successful
event!

Sincerely,

Young Kim

Member of Congress, 40" District
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Derek T. Tran Committee on Armed Services
45th District of California

Committee on Small Business

Congress of the United States
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

January 12. 2026

Dear Friends,

On behalf of the people of California’s 45" Congressional District, | am honored to extend my sincere
congratulations to the Korean-American Foundation of Los Angeles on the success of the 23" Annual
Korean American Day Commemoration Ceremony.

This meaningful occasion marks the 123" Anniversary of January 13, 1903, the historic moment that
Korean immigration began to the Americas. That journey, launched by courageous pioneers seeking
opportunity and dignity, laid the foundation for generations of Korean Americans who contribute
profoundly to our nation’s economic vitality, cultural richness, and civic life.

The Korean-American Foundation of Los Angeles has played an indispensable role in preserving this
history, uplifting community voices, and ensuring that the sacrifices and achievements of Korean
Americans are both remembered and celebrated. Your continued leadership and commitment to
education, cultural preservation, and community empowerment strengthen not only the Korean
American community, but the broader fabric of Southern California and the United States of America.

As we commemorate Korean American Day, we also reaffirm our shared values of perseverance,
family, service, and democratic participation. I remain deeply grateful for the Foundation’s partnership
and its steadfast dedication to honoring the past while inspiring future generations.

Congratulations once again on a successful and impactful ceremony. I wish you continued success in the
important work you do, and I look forward to our continued collaboration in the years ahcad.

Sincerely, .

L

Derek T. Tran
Member of Congress
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